
  

    

 

 

 
 

 

ANSWERS TO BUDGET ESTIMATES QUESTIONS, JUNE 2016 

Questions to Minister Petrusma, Minister for Human Services 

Answers shown in italics. 

1. We welcome the commitment of an additional $60m over three years to support Tasmania’s 

Affordable Housing Strategy, 2015-2025. Is this funding on top of previous funds allocated in 

the 2015-16 Budget for capital and recurrent funding to implement the Strategy?  

[See Question 2] 

 

2. Which initiatives from the Affordable Housing Strategy will be funded by the $20m allocated 

for this financial year? Will this include the following projects announced in the Minister’s 

Media Release (26/5/16): 

a. $11.2m for Housing – New Projects 

b. $6m for the Devonport Youth Accommodation Projects  

c. $4.4m under the Family Violence Action Plan? 

 

The $20 million allocated in the budget for FY 16/17  is additional to the $11.2 million for 

Housing – New Projects and $6m for the Devonport Youth Accommodation project 

Housing – New Projects funds includes $2m under the Family Violence Action Plan (a total of 

$4.4m has been allocated over 4 years) 

 

3. What proportion of the $20m budgeted this financial year will be allocated to capital 

investment and what to recurrent operational costs?   

 

The Minister’s answer was not audible so the position remains unclear. It appears that 

recurrent costs such as Youth Head Leases and landlord incentives are included in the $20m. 

 

4. Note 2, page 111 of Budget Paper 1 indicates that implementation of the Affordable Housing 

Strategy will also be supported through the redirection of a proportion of Housing Tasmania 

revenue towards implementation of the Action Plan. What services will be affected by this 

redirection of funds and to what extent?  

The Minister advised that these funds refer to a proportion of funds from rents and asset 

management sales, adding that a “proportion of grants and assets management is always 

used to spend on new housing”. The $11.2 allocated for Housing – New Projects (see 

Question 2) is funded from this source. 
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5. The Federal Government has announced its commitment of 2.8 million until 2017 for the 

National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness.  Can the Minister please indicate where 

the matching State commitment is in the Budget Papers?  

 

The Minister advised this amount is contained in Output 5.3 $134.9m (as services 

contribution). No corresponding reference to this statement has been found in the Budget 

paper but it may refer to the amount allocated for Payables  in Table 7.1: General Balance 

Sheet.  

 

6. What is Tasmania’s current public housing debt to the Australian Government? How much is 

Tasmania’s annual repayment against this debt? How much does the Australian Government 

pay to the Tasmanian Government each year for housing (under the National Affordable 

Housing Agreement)? 

 

After the June 2016 payment, Tasmania’s remaining outstanding debt under the 

Commonwealth State Housing Agreement is $173.3 million. 

 

In 2016-17 Tasmania received $28.6 million from the Australian Government for housing 

services under the Affordable Housing Special Purpose Payment; the State repays $15.7 

million of that. 

 

7. What is the current deferred maintenance liability for Housing Tasmania’s remaining public 

housing stock? 

 

Maintenance Budget Expenditure, 2016/17: 

Housing Tas   $21.4m 

Better Housing Futures  $15.2m 

TOTAL    $36.6m  

Deferred maintenance:   about $85m (expected to decrease by $40m over time) 

Energy efficiency upgrades: $2m (heating, new showers, etc) 
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8. Page 4 of Budget Paper 1 refers to the delivery of 941 new homes over three years. Under 

what program will these be delivered? Who will own and manage these properties?  

 

Total of around 1691 assisted initiatives for people who are homeless or at risk of 

homelessness, or 943 new houses (see 2016-17 work plan), as follows: 

 

Shovel-Ready Private Development Grants: about 27 houses 

Community Housing Stock Leverage Program: about 120 homes 

Homeshare:     about 250 assisted 

Youth at Risk:  203 homes (7 - Youth at Risk Response 

Centre; 5 -  Youth Castles; 9 - Dads and Kids 

Crisis Accommodation) 

Land release: 267 homes (230 - Huntingfield;                                    

15 - Somerset; 22 - Devonport)  

Social housing supply:    45 homes 

Regional supply:    50 homes 

Elderly Units: 43 homes (6 - Somerset; 7 – Newstead;       

30 - Inner city)  

Housing Reinvestment:    17 homes  

Private Landlord Incentives:   350 homes  

Youth Head Leases:     200 homes 

Streets Ahead program:    100 homes  

Backyard Units for Young People:  40 homes 

Supported Youth Accommodation:  46 homes (it is unclear if these are included 

in the 46 figure: 25 – new Devonport facility; 

8 - expanded Launceston facility) 

Burnie disability supported accommodation:  25 homes 

Devonport group home:    4 homes 

Supported Elderly Accommodation:  50 places 

 

 

9. Table 4.5, page 66 of Budget Paper 1 shows only the amounts included in the Policy and 

Parameter Statement and does not fully reflect the $20m allocated for each financial year as 

the total funding allocated includes equity investments. Can the Minister clarify what this 

means?  

 

Equity investments refer to HomeShare; this amount is shown in a different section of the 

budget papers. 
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10. Will doubling of the First Home Owners Grant be funded separately in addition to the $60m 

allocated for affordable housing? 

 

The First Home Owners Grant is additional to the $60m allocated, and provides: 

 FY 2016/17 $6.5m  

 FY 2017/18 $3.1m 

 

11. We welcome the Government’s initiative to fund supported elderly accommodation for 

residential care of older people who are homeless. Could the Minister advise how much 

funding has been allocated for this development and if it includes capital and recurring 

operational costs? 

 

The budget allocation is for capital costs only and is subject to getting approval for licensed 

beds from the Australian Government. The Minister has advised they Department is making 

application under the Australian ACAR - Aged Care Approvals Round (a program for capital 

grants only). 

 

12. We are pleased to see the Government allocate $6m for the Devonport Supported Youth 

Accommodation Facility. For this program to run successfully it will be essential to have 

certainty about staffing and support. Can the Minister indicate where in the Budget 

recurrent funds have been allocated for the staffing of this facility?  

 

A total of $7.5 million has been allocated for this facility, including $6 million over the 

forward Estimates (included in the sum of $134.9 million referred to in Output 5.3). 

  

13. What amount of funding will be allocated for the Private Landlord Incentives in FY16-17 and 

how many households will be assisted?  What will be the basis for determining the amount 

of incentive paid and who will receive it?  How will this be funded within the Budget, 

including across forward estimates?   

 

The funding allocation for private landlord incentives is a total of $2.35 million over 3 years. 

It includes $0.7 million for 2016-17, and an estimated 350 households by 2019 will obtain 

affordable private rentals under this initiative. This initiative will be decided in consultation 

with Housing Connect in the private rental sector to ensure that the initiatives are effectively 

targeted. Funds have been set aside. 

 

14. The Budget Factsheet on Housing Services has $ 24.3 million for Specialist Homelessness 

Services, plus indexation.  Where is this listed in the budget papers?  What is the breakdown 

of expenditure on SHS?  

 

The funding is allocated under output 5.3 - Housing Services. An allocation of $12.54 million 

is made to Housing Connect and the remainder of the $24.3 million goes to Specialist 

Homelessness Services. 
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15. Given the chronic shortage of affordable housing and expanding waiting lists for social 

housing, how much of the funds that have been committed is for increasing new supply of 

affordable housing, both short and longer term? How much stock will be allocated as 

community and / or public housing? 

 

Under the Affordable Housing Action Plan there is new housing of 943 houses of the $60 

million over the four years to be allocated as follows (approximate figures): 

 260 dwellings  owned by the Director of Housing (some may be managed providers 

in the case of crisis shelters, youth accommodation) 

 170 dwellings would be owned/managed by community housing providers 

 Other suppliers will be around home ownership products like home share as land is 

released and housing developed. 

 

16. Housing Tas has identified that 4700 people with disabilities in Tasmania will need 

affordable and appropriate housing1. We welcome the inclusion of units for young people 

with disabilities in the Devonport youth housing development.  Aside from this supply, have 

other capital funds been allocated to increasing housing options for people with disabilities? 

Is the State negotiating with the NDIS about capital dollars to ensure affordable and 

appropriate housing is available for this group?  

 

No additional allocations have been made above the 943 dwellings cited previously. All 

dwellings built for Housing Tasmania will be fully accessible. 

 

17. What additional housing stock is expected to be leveraged from the transfer of 500 public 

housing titles to community housing providers? 

 

Approximate 120 or more dwellings. 

 

Question for the Minister Brooks (responsible for Consumer Affairs):  

Note: answers were not found to this question. 

 

18. Can the Minister advise the following from the Rental Deposit Authority: 

 

a. The total amount of money held by the Rental Deposit Authority. 

b. The number of bond commencements each year, for private rental bonds and social 

housing rental bonds. 

c. The average value of bonds held. 

d. The value of interest earned annually on bonds held. 

e. The balance of funds remaining after operational costs for the RTA are deducted? 

                                                           
1 Shelter Tasmania Inc. Submission to the State Government Budget Process 2016-2017, p7 
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Other Points of Interest: 

 As at 31 March there were 3368 applicants on the Housing Register wait list, including 216 

suspended and 12 incomplete applications. 

 Applications by wait list categories are as:  

 1,603 Priority  Applications, including 88 exiting specialist homeless shelters and 1515 other  

 1,537  General Applications  

 17 Evictions for 2015-16 (compared with 28 in 2014-15 ; 42 in 2013-14, 50 in 2011-12): 

 3 for antisocial behaviour 

 6 for arrears  

 8 for condition of property   

 1 x three strikes 
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